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be no more foolish than the protectionist who desires
that we should send goods abroad without receiving
payment in the shape of goods imported from abroad.
The wage system has made people believe that what a
man needs is work. This, of course, is absurd. What he
needs is the goods produced by work, and the less work
involved in making a given amount of goods, the better.
But owing to our economic system, every economy in
methods of production enables employers to dismiss
some of their employees, and to cause destitution, where
a better system would produce only an increase of wages
or a diminution in the hours of work without any corres-
ponding diminution of wages.
Our economic system is topsyturvy. It makes the interest
of the individual conflict with the interest of the com-
munity in a thousand ways in which no such conflict
ought to exist. Under a better system the benefits of free
trade and the evils of tariffs would be obvious to all.
Apart from trade, the interests of nations coincide in
all that makes what we call civilization. Inventions and
discoveries bring benefit to alL The progress of science is
a matter of equal concern to the whole civilized world.
Whether a man of science is an Englishman, a French-
man, or a German is a matter of no real importance. His
discoveries are open to all, and nothing but intelligence
is required in order to profit by them. The whole world
of art and literature and learning is international; what is
done in one country is not done for that country, but for
mankind. If we ask ourselves what are the things that
raise mankind above the brutes, what are the things
that make y$ think the human race more valuable than